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       READING ATHLETES PROGRAM                       









Term 2, 2010 

Dear Parents,

To encourage our Year 3 students to extend their reading ‘fitness” and enjoyment we are offering them the chance to be part of a Reading Athletes Program through their Library timetable.

It is based on the idea that an athlete improves their fitness by doing ongoing ‘sustained’ training, striving to perform better and longer each time. Reading also requires ‘sustained’ practise to improve a reader’s ability to read better and longer. 

Students will be striving to move through 4 levels: Walking athlete, Jogging athlete, Running athlete and Marathon athlete. Various incentives will apply along the way.

We will be encouraging students to borrow short chapter books that require more than one session to finish. We want students to have to remember from one time to the next what happened previously so that the story continues to make sense.

Students will record finished books in an individual ‘Training Log’. It is expected and accepted that not all books students start that they will finished. Students are also learning, through trial and error, how to choose books that suit and appeal to them and they will not always get it right. Students may use books from home as long as they bring them in to me so I can sign off on them.
Please encourage your child to read a page or two, or a chapter, regularly.  They may like to read some aloud to you, and it is fine for you to read small sections to them. This can really help them keep the story moving and show them how words are pronounced and what fluent reading should sound like.
I look forward to seeing your child improve their ‘reading fitness!

Yours truly,

Dianne Mayne  Teacher-Librarian 

Hatton Vale State School, (Years P-3, Thursday & Friday)
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