The Rolling Story  is a shared writing strategy to model decision-making and problem solving in writing narratives. The story starter is given to the first group. They add to the starter phrase using the best choice of language to describe the setting or introduce the characters. The teacher-librarian or teacher then reads the starter and this first group’s contribution to group two. They then add their bit of the narrative. Next group three hears the story so far and make their contribution and so on until the story finishes. Roll the story through all the groups, however many times until it is finished.

This is a perfect strategy to use in small schools across the different year levels. The school’s finished rolling story can be celebrated by a public reading at the Bookweek parade. It is as easily done in a large school with each year level creating one story rolling between classes. On the parade the different narratives from each grade can be read aloud and compared.

Finished stories can be published online in the General Online Project room at the Learning Place.. 

Previous story starters to match the Bookweek themes were:

2002: It was a Thursday, just a Thursday that arrived like every other Thursday. The sun rose over…

2003: As I looked out over the calm, smooth sea I …

2004: The light glinted on the knob as it slowly turned….

2005: The dirt and mud and twigs seemed to stick …..
2006: It had been a long day. Now we needed to ……

Hints to make it work:

· One teacher-librarian or teacher keeps control of the narrative and is the common thread between groups (rather than send it on Chinese whispers style)

· Use one colour for each group’s contribution whether on paper with a marker or in a word file or in the general online project.

· Constantly refer to and use the school’s common editing marks.

· Use the teaching opportunities to develop characters or settings more fully even if all the information doesn’t make it into the story.

· Fill out a framework for the narrative so all the groups see the planning and thinking.

· When modeling the writing consider the whole group suggestions(majority rules) and use a thesaurus or expert to enrich the language.

· The first group this year may just decide who the ‘we‘  refers to. They may also decide where they are and write this information in their colour before taken to the next group. The second group might decide  what genre of story it might be- and finish that starter sentence. 

You might not want to put in the previous years’ starters. Jim de Castro is sorting out a General Online Project room to publish finished stories and compare stories from different schools or grade levels. He was suggesting a link to an email to administer this. We’d have in the project room previous stories to show the different groups input. It could even be possible to collaborate with another school and roll the story between them. (I may do this at 8MP and Rocklea this year to see how easy it is) .

I’ve printed off a plan I’ve used previously which is pretty general if you think that’s necessary.
Rolling story plan: “It had been a long day. Now we needed to….”
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